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The Polish internationalist Edmund Jan Osmañczyk estimated that in the past 5,500 years a 
total of 14,513 wars have cost the lives of 1.240 billion people with a historical toll of merely 
292 years of peace. 

The first time that societies raised the issue of the “Law of Nations” was precisely in the 
early 16th century when two worlds —with their own highs and lows and until then invisible 
to each other— converged: the America and Europe. It is no coincidence that Spain was 
the first country to reflect upon the natural rights of the people living in that “New World” from 
a philosophical, legal and theological perspective. In Spain Francisco de Vitoria, revisiting 
the tenets of Saint Thomas Aquinas, was the first thinker to claim the defense of human 
rights, thus laying the groundwork of what centuries later would be called International Law. 

Five centuries later —after millions of victims of wars and conflicts— we realized that peace 
could be built. It was not utopia, no matter how hard the ultimate goal. The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (1947) cleared the way and was the moral compass that 
showed us the North. The Geneva Conventions (1948) curbed the ancient callousness of 
war, which unfortunately cannot be stopped. Yet peace is not impossible. 

In the mid 70’s of the past century, Johan Galtung defined peacebuilding as “an endeavor 
aiming to create sustainable peace by addressing the root causes of violent conflict and 
eliciting indigenous capacities for peaceful management and resolution of conflict.” In the 
70’s, in the 20th century, a “political endeavor” was critical —and continues to be—; hence, 
Galtung’s classical definition. The foundation of the United Nations —this year we celebrate 
its 80th anniversary— was a milestone to peacebuilding under the auspices of its member 
states and multiple initiatives such as the Global Compact, the Ruggie Principles, the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), or their latest successors the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which are now the roadmap with the greatest international 
consensus to build a better world. We are actually a “cosmopolis” where every man is a 
potential citizen, not of a single State, but of the world. 

The major political drive to prevent conflicts in the second half of the past century has now 
been coupled with the emergence in the national and international arena of a strong and 
active civil society that is deeply aware of the issues affecting it and which society can 
affect as well. By civil society we mean all non-state stakeholders, such as businesses and 
corporations, universities, research centers, schools, religious organizations, media outlets 
and, of course, non-profit organizations. 

Stakeholders —and we are all stakeholders with regard to someone or something— no 
longer play the traditional passive role that relegated us to suffer the havoc of war, poverty 
and social injustice —which are often the structural causes underlying conflicts—. Rather, 
we have learned to take the initiative to build a better world making use of the wonderful 
resources provided by scientific breakthroughs, democracy and civil rights, some of which 
have been endorsed in very different although equally inspiring ways, by exceptional 
figures such as Martin Luther King Jr. , Mandela, Kennedy, Malcom X or Rigoberta 
Menchú. 



THEREFORE, AS ACTIVE MEMBERS OF CIVIL SOCIETY COMMITTED, ALONG WITH 
THE REST OF THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY, TO CHANGING AND IMPROVING OUR 
PLANET, WE SIGN THE FOLLOWING: 

- MANIFESTO FOR PEACE -

1. We place action before idle talk or mere complaining. We do not have a fatalist
view of reality, and although we do not ignore its worst face, we do not hide the
enormous gains achieved. Before serious problems, we wish to act and we shall do
so in a constructive way and proportionally to our strengths and resources.

2. We are not alone and we are aware that individually we invent nothing, but we
can add a lot. Therefore, we cooperate with others from our respective spheres of
influence —public and private— in building a better, cleaner and more just and
peaceful world. And since we will not act alone, we will try to get our stakeholders
involved.

3. We will act with realism, imagination, enthusiasm and humanity, using mainly the
tools that we know best and that will have the biggest impact in terms of promoting
peace, harmony and social justice.

4. Opposing religious beliefs, ideologies and passions will not be a halt to true
peacebuilding and to the expansion of justice, bolstered by the extraordinary
framework that has been forged since the Declaration of Human Rights and the
creation of the United Nations, as well as from spiritual enlightenment and a
philosophy that challenges and seeks meaning.

5. We understand that education —from childhood to adulthood— is the key pillar
that has supported mankind's best achievements. Therefore, we are committed
to educate, train and raise awareness of the value of peace and environmental
sustainability in all those spheres where we exert real influence, starting with our own
partners, shareholders, workers and collaborators.

6. We invest in and manage our resources and teams through a social awareness
that is aligned with these human values and the UN great guiding principles
that systematize and regulate them, as we understand that the first step to change
the world starts within our own family, social or institutional ecosystem.

7. We believe that transparency is the best evidence to support our ethical
consistency and to expand the virtuous circle that gives birth to true progress.
Therefore, we are committed to be ambassadors to this Manifesto, and to other
codes of conduct already signed, so they can inspire others and be a symbol of the
public commitment of our values.

8. We collaborate with national and international institutions in promoting peace
and social justice, with a special emphasis on the fight against corruption and
bribery, the eradication and reporting or poor working practices, and acting
actively in favor of inclusion and equality.

9. We record and regularly systematize our activity to build a better world with a
special focus on fostering peace, human rights and social justice.

10. We are committed to share our progress annually, at least with the rest of the
undersigned, not with the purpose of boasting about it, but rather to exchange our
small successes and failures and to bind ourselves to act consistently with this
MANIFESTO.



SIGNATORIES 

Surname and name Company or institution Job title 
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Pact for the Earth 
"The Great Alliance" 

Inspiring Committed Leaders Foundation 
NYS 2019 

Climate change is the greatest threat 
to future generations. 

Barack Obama 

The climate emergency is humanity's main threat at the start of the third millennium. We 
have only 10 years before the effects of climate change become irreversible. Only one 
decade to prevent Planet Titanic from crashing into the iceberg of our thoughtlessness. 
To that end, we must decarbonize our fossil-fuel economy, the main cause of the disaster. 
Given the urgency of this enormous task, it is the biggest challenge that humanity has had 
to face in its entire history. It entails changing our production and consumption models, 
integrating them into the circular economy model, and making a mass energy transition 
toward renewable energies. Moreover, humankind is also causing the onset of the sixth 
mass extinction since life has existed on Earth. The pace of the current extinction of 
species is 100 times higher than the natural rhythm. The continuity of life on Earth as we 
know it is threatened. In conclusion, in modern times humanity has not only trampled the 
climate system like an elephant in a pottery store, but due to our impact on the 
environment, our species could be considered "homo-meteorite." 

There is no time to lose. The different crises we have endured in recent times—
economic, financial, political, boom of Populism and so forth—are only different 
manifestations of a crisis in our societal model, a deep crisis of principles. The root 
of these problems can be found in human hubris and greed, with our tendency to 
dominate and amass and our irresponsible consumerism and ecological squandering. In 
short, putting individual short-term interests before the common good and the 
sustainability of the planet. A crisis of principles can only be resolved with a spirit of 
renewal that is born from a commitment to values. We are at a historic crossroads. A 
crucial time in the history of humanity in which we must find a new direction. We 
must relaunch the planet. 

We need to find a new compass that gives us direction and that guides us toward a culture 
of sustainability. This cultural revolution will not be top-down, decreed by international 
institutions and organizations. The UN on its own cannot resolve humanity's problems. 
This silent revolution must be bottom-up, starting in the same civil society that nourishes 
it and from which it is born. 
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To do so, we have the inspiration of three great families that guided the world along the 
road to civil rights. 

Martin Luther King taught us to dream. “I have a dream,” in our case to achieve a 
sustainable world where nature is a right and not just a resource. Kennedy taught 
us that even the longest journeys start with a single step and that we could, if we 
decided to rise up, touch the moon with our fingertips. Mandela said that “real 
leaders must be willing to sacrifice all”. Rigoberta Menchú, the first indigenous 
Nobel prize winner, warned us that “if the world does not learn now to show 
respect to nature, what kind of future will the new generations have?” Bernardo 
Kliksberg, the father of CSR, reminds us that “social issues are profitable” and 
that we must build a new ethical alliance that puts “people first”. All of them 
inspire us in our need to build a new Great Alliance in civil society that joins our 
different facets and roles under the same sustainability paradigm. 

The New York Summit (NYS) achieved an event with historic relevance: bringing the 
three families together that inspired the birth of the civil rights movement in the entire 
world. Today, along with other committed leaders, they drive forward the genesis of a 
new civil movement toward the future that views the environmental rights of planet Earth 
as a natural extension of civil rights. We could thus say that this edition of the NYS is 
doubly historic. 
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DUE TO THE ABOVE, AS COMMITTED MEMBERS OF CIVIL SOCIETY, AWARE 
OF THE CURRENT STATE OF THE PLANET'S CLIMATE EMERGENCY, WE 
SIGN THE 

PACT FOR THE EARTH 
"The Great Alliance" 

Ten Commandments 

1. As consumers, we commit to being coherent in our purchase decisions. We are
at the end of the consumer chain and, therefore, we have much more power than we
believe to reinforce or change the production model. We commit to awarding or
penalizing the eco-responsible or irresponsible behaviors of the products we buy.

2. As businesspeople, we understand that the only companies that will survive in
the future are those whose DNA has a firm commitment to protecting the planet.
We as companies will give the same meaning to global well-being as we do to our
existence as companies. And we therefore commit as an essential party to
participating in the rebuilding of balance with nature.

3. As entrepreneurs we understand that our actions as catalysts for innovation are
essential for designing new products and services that help lead to the fast
implementation of the ecological transition. We are faced with the enormous
challenge of totally decarbonizing our economy by 2050. To do so, the circular
economy and an energy transition to renewables for saving and efficiency are
primordial factors. We commit to putting all the strength of our leadership at the
service of this green revolution and, to this end, deploy one of the strongest forces
in the universe: the creativity of entrepreneurs.

4 As voters, we understand that politics matter. Environmental protection laws, and 
the laws that will be implemented by the Paris Agreement, are essential for 
speeding up or stopping the ecological transition that the planet needs. 
Consequently, we commit to asking our political candidates about their stances on 
the planet and to vote accordingly. 

5. In turn, as individual politicians, or as political parties, we commit to making
the environment a priority during these times of climate change emergency. We are
aware that climate must be treated as a global challenge with a long timeline, and
not used for political partisanship, with their regular self-centered bias and local
short-term perspectives. For this reason, we commit to responsibly enacting
legislation against the climate crisis, listening to the scientists from the IPCC,
depoliticizing and handling the topic as a technical and cross-cutting matter. For
this reason, we will advocate a large-scale "State Pact for Climate" in our
respective countries, which will lead toward the serenity and stability necessary for
a climate change law that must govern our states' long-term outlooks.
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6. As an example, we are aware of the importance of our civil work to disseminate
the message in our surroundings. Gandhi said “You must be the change you want
to see in the world”. We commit to showing citizens through our example what
eco-healthy lifestyle habits truly are. According to scientific studies, only 3.5% of
climate activists are enough to change society. Let's start with our immediate
environment!

7. As citizens, we are aware that it is democracy that will save the planet, if we are
able to rebuild it first. To reform the planet, we first have to reform democracy. To
do so, we have a powerful weapon called "citizen participation." We commit to
being part of a civil movement for the Earth that moves from the bottom up to revive
a new way of relating to ourselves and to the planet, based on respect for the Earth's
civil and environmental rights.

8. As inhabitants of the planet, we are aware that we are all one. Our global
interdependence takes us to universal responsibility. As Marshall McLuhan said
“There are no passengers on Spaceship Earth. We are all crew”. We commit to
fighting with our "planetarism" against the populist "tribalism" that confines us and
condemns us to live in isolation and in fear of the other.

9. As human beings, we are aware that the search for happiness is a legitimate goal
in and of itself, as set out in many of our constitutions, like the Virginia Declaration
of Rights. However, and as Robert Kennedy said, "the GDP measures everything,
except that which makes life worthwhile." We want the Gross Internal Happiness
(GIH) to also be taken into account as an indicator of human development. To do
so, we must recover wisdom and good sense, finding the happiness of the peoples
who live in balance with nature. We must learn to respect and be imbued with the
dignity of the peoples who can call themselves children of the Earth. We commit to
seeking happiness in the hope-inspiring adventure and luminous celebration of life
involved in listening to the Earth's heartbeat. We want to stop being part of the
problem to become part of the solution.

10. As members of the species homo sapiens, we are aware that humankind is
causing the sixth mass extinction of life on Earth. We rebel against this act of
irresponsibility, the fruit of treating nature as our garbage dump. To this end, we
commit to adopting a new relationship with the ecosystems, based on respect and
understanding of their ecosystemic function. We advocate the signing of a
Universal Declaration of Environmental Rights for Planet Earth, in line with the
Earth Charter, as a natural extension of human rights. We embrace the concept of
third-generation human rights that conceive of the planet as a subject of rights in
itself, understanding it as one of the most positive advances in the progress of the
human species.
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Hence, we are signing this “Pact for the Earth” bearing the signatures of three historic 
families of civil rights, the families King, Mandela and Kennedy, along with Nobel 
Peace Prize recipient Rigoberta Menchú on behalf of the indigenous peoples, and Dr. 
Bernardo Kliksberg, father of CSR, with Dr. Jesús Linares acting as attestor and great 
international conveyor of the agreement as the World Ambassador of Climate Change. 
This pact will be signed by the other recipients of the New York Awards (NYA) who so 
desire, and later by all other citizens, institutions, corporations, entrepreneurs, 
organizations, social movements, NGOs and all people who decide to join the movement. 

This Pact for the Earth, “the Great Alliance”, is the founding document of a new social 
movement, which we will call “Planetarism”. It is a Great Alliance among diverse social 
sectors to re-establish the planet and prevent its collapse in one decade. The future will 
be ours, as Eleanor Roosevelt said, “The future belongs to those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams”. 

New York, November 20, 2019 

SIGNED 

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend Bernice A. King 

Ndaba Mandela Rigoberta Menchú Tum 

Bernardo Kliksberg 

He bears witness to this agreement and commits to disseminate it Inspiring 
Committed Leaders Foundation

APPENDIX 

Signatures of the other NYS award winners who thus desire. 




